
 

 

GFWC ALABAMA 
 

2016-2018  COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM:  ART 
 
The objective of Art in the Alabama Federation is as follows:   
 
“To bring into communication the various clubs throughout the state so that they may compare 
methods of work, become mutually helpful and through the federation become a power for good.” 
 
Important names and websites for further information and/or help are listed below: 
 
*GFWC Art CSP Program Chair:  Kristina Higbee, W1506 County Road O, Oconomowoc, WI 53066 
                                                        920-474-4712;  gfwcwijuniors@gmail.com 
*GFWC website:  www.gfwc.org (select Club Manual 2016-2018) 
*AFWC website:  www.gfwcalabama.org 
*AFWC Art CSP Program Chair:  Donna McKay, PO Box 62, Wadley, AL 36276 
                                                        (H) 256-395-0051  
                                                                  (C/T) 256-493-5757 
                                                                  donnabmckay@hotmail.com 
 
The ARTs CSP is not just about “artwork,” but it is equally about engaging in all activities in your commu-
nity that include music, dance, drama, theatre, and other art-related areas.  Invite young people to partici-
pate in writing and poetry contests.  Make certain that you report your work, efforts, and projects to 
AFWC.   
 
Reports are due to AFWC by February 1st.  Remember to follow the format (2 typed pages).  Check 
with your Club Treasurer to ensure the correct number of members in your club.  There are five catego-
ries—based on member size.  Scrapbooks and Art Work are due at the AFWC Convention in late Feb-
ruary.  Make certain that the correct format for the pictures is followed or they will be disqualified.  All art 
projects must be accompanied by a signed Creative Arts Waiver (copy included) stating that the art 
work is original and that it was created or completed in the current club year.  Parents must sign the 
waiver for minors. 

 
AWARDS:  All art entries must be made or created in the current reporting year 

—Member Art:  Due at AFWC Convention on SATURDAY from 7:00 AM-9:00 AM—painting, photog-

raphy, handicrafts, pottery/ceramics—Late Art Work will not be accepted 
—Writing:  Due February 1—GFWC Member Contests (short story, drama, and poetry) and Youth Writ-
ing Contests (short story and poetry).  Good sites to help in writing short stories and poetry are as follows:  
www.DailyWritingTips.com and www.Essortment.com/all/Poetry 
—Scrapbook:  Due at AFWC Convention on SATURDAY from 7:00 AM—9:00 AM—(Copy of scrap-
book criteria included)—Late Scrapbooks will not be accepted 
 
***Remember, include your juniorette clubs in any of the Art categories*** 
 
AFWC STATE CATEGORIES:  See your State Treasurer for the latest numbers in your club 
 
Members     Juniorettes 
A:  1-15 members    A:  1-24 members 
B:  16-20 members    B:  25-49 members 
C:  21-25 members    C:  50 Plus members 
D:  26-50 members 
E:  51 Plus members 
*Alabama State Council on the ARTS—www.arts.alabama.gov—This website informs you of art-related 
activities happening throughout the state.  This state funded Arts Council is involved in Arts in Education, 
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Community Arts, Folklife Programs, Literature Programs, Performing Arts Programs, and Visual Arts Pro-
grams.  The site also lists grants awarded in these and other art-related areas by county.  
 
*National Music Week is always the first week in May.  Contact your local schools for music programs and 
see how your club may help service, fund, donate tickets, attend, etc. 
 
*Partner with your local schools for art, writing, or poetry contests.  Your club may elect to partner with 
another entity—such as, an art, poetry, or writing contest may partner with an “Anti-Litter Drive,” contests 
against Bullying, Pass it On—Acts of Kindness, etc. 
 
*Partner with your local libraries and collaborate with their programs or initiate one of your own.  (Re-
member, 75% of the US libraries were started by GFWC women!) 
 
*Partner with your local museums for workshops or classes—volunteer as a docent, etc. 
 

*  Partner with your local theatre league and help with acting classes or provide food for the cast mem-
bers, build props, sew costumes, design publicity fliers, etc. 

* Partner with your local symphony or college music program for classes for members or students. 
* Award Scholarships for deserving students for any of the above fields. 
* Keep an accurate record of your activities for your reports.  Have a journal making workshop for your 

members so they can keep up with what they have done and make it easier for report writing. 
* Have a different art project to display for every meeting for members to see—art, flower arranging, pic-

tures, etc for the different seasons or events going on.  
* Invite a local gardener, artist, flower arranger for an informative program. 
 
 
Remember to report all that you do in the Art arena—individually or as a club!  Thank you for all your hard 
work, your efforts and the beauty and creativity your art work brings to Alabama and to others!  We are 
proud of our Alabama Club Women!  :) 
 

Donna McKay 
 

WHAT IS ART? 
 



 

 

To Plato, art was imitation of nature, but in the 19th century photography took over that 
function, and in the 20th century, abstract art overturned the whole notion that art was 
about representation.  And, although art meant skill early on, conceptual artists elevated 
ideas over execution. 
 
So, what is art?  Does it have to be beautiful?  Expressive?  Original?  Uplifting? Intel-
lectual?  Listed below are how some artists, critics, and others answered the question, 
“What is Art?” 
 
ART IS… 
 
…ACCORDING TO A DICTIONARY: 
 
1.  [from the 1300s] Skill:  its display, application, or expression…[from the 1600s] The 

expression or application of creative skill and imagination, typically in a visual form 
such as painting, drawing, or sculpture, producing works to be appreciated primarily 
for their beauty or emotional power. 

     —Oxford English Dictionary Online 
 
 
…IMITATION OR CREATION? 
 
2.  [Socrates:]  Which is the art of painting designed to be—an imitation of things as    
     they are, or as they appear—of appearance or of reality? 
 
     [Glaucon:]  Of appearance. 
     [Socrates:]  Then, the imitator…is a long way off the truth… 
 
…CREATING BEAUTY OR HARMONY 
 
3.  Filling a space in a beautiful way.  That’s what art means to me. 
     —Georgia O’Keeffe (1887-1986), American painter, in Art News December 1977 
 
…SOMETHING THAT REVEALS THE ESSENTIAL OR HIDDEN TRUTH 
 
4.  To me, the thing that art does for life is to clean it—to strip it to form. 
     —Robert Frost (1874-1963), American poet, in Fire and Ice:  The Art and  
     Thoughts of Robert Frost, by Lawrence Thompson (1942) 
 
5.  We all know that Art is not truth.  Art is a lie that makes us realize truth. 
     —Pablo Picasso (1881-1973), Spanish painter living in France, quoted in Dore  
    Ashton’s Picasso On Art (1972) 
 
…THOUGHT EXPRESSED THROUGH FORM (OR NOT) 
 
6.  Ideas alone can be works of art….All ideas need not be made physical….A work 

     of art may be understood as a conductor from the artist’s mind to the viewer’s.  But 



 

 

     it may never reach the viewer, or it may never leave the artist’s mind.   
     —Sol LeWitt (1928-2007), American artist, “Sentences on Conceptual Art,” in 
     Art and its Significance, edited by Stephen David Ross (1994) 
 
…SELF-EXPRESSION OR AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
 
7.  All art is autobiographical; the pearl is the oyster’s autobiography. 

     —Federico Fellini (1920-1993), Italian film director, in Atlantic Monthly,  
     December 1965 
 
…WHATEVER IS DISPLAYED IN A MUSEUM OR GALLERY 
 
8.  If one general statement can be made about the art of our times, it is that one by one 

     the old criteria of what a work of art ought to be have been discarded in favor of a  
     dynamic approach in which everything is possible 
     —Peter Selz (1919—) German-born American art historian, Art in Our Times 
     (1981) 
 
 
GFWC and GFWC Alabama recognize that Art is essential to your quality of life!   
GFWC Alabama Arts Community Service Program encourages members to promote and sup-
port arts’ activities in all of our communities.  It is designed to inspire our clubwomen to be crea-
tive thinkers and create programs and formulate projects that include music, dance, drama, the-
atre, and other arts-related areas.   
 
There are many ways to incorporate arts’ activities into your clubs and programs. The GFWC 
Club Manual lists the following ideas: 

 
   *Discover art, dance, and/or music courses available in your community and plan a club outing to participate in a  
    class. 
   *Research dancing, music, or creative arts as an art form and consider performing for your club or other groups. 
   *Visit local galleries, exhibits, music festivals, and dramatic events. 
   *Volunteer as a docent at local historical landmarks, museums, galleries, or other venues. 
   *Promote local stage, screen, television, and video festivals in your area. 
   *Use an artistic event to raise funds to sponsor local community art and cultural programs. 
   *Donate tickets for others to attend cultural events. 
   *Establish scholarships for students studying the arts such as literature, drama, or music  
   *Establish awards for club and community members acknowledging their artistic achievements. 
   *Collect musical instruments to donate to school and local youth bands, orchestras and/or other music programs. 
   *Establish and support artist-in-residence programs and artist speakers. 
 

GFWC PARTNERSHIPS 
GFWC partners are the organizations whom GFWC has established a formal relationship and mutual un-
derstanding.  Their partners offer unique and customized services:  materials, speakers, kits, and/or addi-
tional information specifically designed for GFWC clubs.  They are aware of GFWC clubs’ specific needs, 
their organizational structure, and have a signed Memorandum of Understanding with GFWC.   


