
GFWC Alabama Arts CSP Club Creativity Award Entry 2018 

Paint for Patriots, Veterans Art Classes 
Paint for Patriots painting classes are held at the Springhill VA Center in 
Mobile, Alabama and Biloxi VA Center in Biloxi, Mississippi.  Most of the 
veterans suffer from PTSD.  The members of Woman’s Club of Saraland 
find it rewarding to see the veterans come out of their shells as they 
paint.  At the Springhill VA, the club offers sessions year round in small 
groups, serving 72 veterans throughout the year.  Two art teachers from 
the club drove their own vehicles and spent roughly $250 in gas, $50 in-
kind art materials, and 312 hours teaching.  In Biloxi, month-long sessions 
are held twice per year in February and October, with classes meeting 
weekly.   This year the club received a request to increase the number of 
classes in order to accommodate more students.  Currently, each class 
serves 12-15 veterans.  The cost of gas to travel to Biloxi weekly is $40, 
for a total of $320, and $175 worth of art materials donated by club 
members.  Club members taught for 96 hours.  A local church provides 
its van for transportation to Biloxi, and one member’s husband regularly 
drives the group.  While teaching, members noticed a few needs and 
collected items to help these veterans.  One member donated 7 shirts 
and 3 crocheted afghans; another donated 25 of her handmade 
crocheted scarves; and other members donated a total of 25 pairs of 
tennis shoes.  Funds for future classes are raised by the local Art Guild in 
partnership with the woman’s club, as well as a partnership with Cat 
Coalition of Fairhope (where two woman’s club members volunteer) 
through a future yard sale.  In 2018, yard sale items from club members, 
friends, and family were collected, sorted, organized, and stored with 
$600 worth of items and 64 volunteer hours, as well as $250 in cash 
donations collected from Saraland Kiwanis Club, Satsuma Masonic 
Lodge, and the general public.  
Stats: club membership of 12; 472 volunteer hours; $820 in donations; 
and $1000 in-kind donations. 
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1. Paint for Patriots, Veterans Art Classes 
Paint for Patriots painting classes are held at the Springhill VA Center in Mobile, Alabama and Biloxi VA 
Center in Biloxi, Mississippi.  Most of the veterans suffer from PTSD.  The members of Woman’s Club of 
Saraland find it rewarding to see the veterans come out of their shells as they paint.  At the Springhill 
VA, the club offers sessions year round in small groups, serving 72 veterans throughout the year.  Two 
art teachers from the club drove their own vehicles and spent roughly $250 in gas, $50 in-kind art 
materials, and 312 hours teaching.  In Biloxi, month-long sessions are held twice per year in February 
and October, with classes meeting weekly.   Currently, each class serves 12-15 veterans.  The cost of gas 
to travel to Biloxi weekly is $40, for a total of $320, and $175 worth of art materials donated by club 
members.  Club members taught for 96 hours.  A local church provides its van for transportation to Biloxi, 
and one member’s husband regularly drives the group.  While teaching, members noticed a few needs 
and collected items to help these veterans.  One member donated 7 shirts and 3 crocheted afghans; 
another donated 25 of her handmade crocheted scarves; and other members donated a total of 25 pairs 
of tennis shoes.  Funds for future classes are raised by the local Art Guild in partnership with the woman’s 
club, as well as a partnership with Cat Coalition of Fairhope (where two woman’s club members 
volunteer) through a future yard sale.  In 2018, yard sale items from club members, friends, and family 
were collected, sorted, organized, and stored with $600 worth of items and 64 volunteer hours, as well 
as $250 in cash donations collected from Saraland Kiwanis Club, Satsuma Masonic Lodge, and the general 
public.  Totals: 472 volunteer hours, $820 in donations, $1000 in-kind donations, and woman’s club 
membership of 12. 

2. Children’s Summer Art Class 
Six of the twelve members of Woman’s Club of Saraland serve on their local Art Guild, whose goal is to 
educate, entertain, and instill interest in art.  The Guild’s Summer Art Program is held at the local library.  
Members of the woman’s club are instructors and assistants for the four classes held weekly during the 
month of July for children ages 6 to 15.  For this class, club funds of $50 were used to purchase materials, 
as well as $140 in-kind donations of craft and art supplies, and 339 volunteer hours. 

3. Fidget Pillow for Dementia and Alzheimer’s 
A GFWC Jubilee member introduced club members to fidget pillows- a sensory therapy that provides a 
creative and effective way to reduce anxiety, calm nerves, and provides comfort to seniors with 
Alzheimer’s and/or dementia.  The artistically created pillows sooth by keeping the hands busy with 
pockets, zippers, buttons, strings, beads, bells, and different textures.  Members were shown examples, 
offered to create a pillow at home, and then returned them at another club meeting so that they could 
be donated to dementia/Alzheimer’s patients.  10 of 14 members spent 20 volunteer hours and $100 in-
kind donations. 

4. Coloring Books and Colored Pencils for Nursing Home 
GFWC Double Springs Study Club was requested by a local nursing home to provide colored pencils and 
coloring books to residents, as well as notebooks with plastic sheets to protect their work.  $90 donation 
and 3 volunteer hours by a club of 20 members. 

5. Fiber Artistry 
Gulf Shores Woman’s Club, Inc (8 of 70) went to a local shop for a local fiber artist Celia Dionne’s 
demonstration and teaching of weaving techniques.  Members made their own scarves. 

 
 



GFWC Alabama Arts CSP State Report 2018 

 

2 
 

6. Holiday Trees, VA clinic, and Redstone Arsenal Java Cafe 
GFWC du Midi members donated and decorated a Red, White, and Blue tree to the VA Women’s Clinic 
in Huntsville.  A second Red, White, and Blue tree was decorated at the Redstone Arsenal Java Cafe (a 
pilot project for the Armed Services) for employees and veterans.  Club membership of 169; 18 volunteer 
hours; $150 donated; and $50 in-kind donations. 

7. Arts Programs for Schools 
GFWC du Midi supports arts programs for school children.  The club donated $300 for local high school’s 
theatre program for costumes, props, make-up, etc.  The club made a donation of a total of $200 to two 
local Title I elementary schools for art supplies.  The club also supports Broadway Theatre League’s 
Student Outreach that allows students to see a professional Broadway production that educates with 
music, dance, and drama; the clubs $300 donation allows 20 students to attend a performance.  A total 
of $800 donations and 7 volunteer hours. 

8. Museum of Art- Children’s Community Gallery 
GFWC du Midi (42 of 169) members framed and de-framed 60 pieces of artwork by local students every 
six weeks (for a total of 720 pieces) at the local museum of art.  Members partnered with GFWC-Alabama 
Les Belles Juniorettes (12 of 31 of the junior high juniorettes that they sponsor) for the month following 
Youth Art Month where they de-framed 180 pieces of artwork in 2 hours.  Members also volunteer for 
two of the museum’s art programs: 1) “Artsy Tots”- a creative time one Friday per month for 2-3 year 
olds; and 2) “Drop and Create”- a creative time one Saturday per month for 3 year olds and up.  A total 
of 130 volunteer hours. 

9. Art Show- Hands on Art for Children 
GFWC Shades Mountain Woman’s Club has sponsored and teams up with the GFWC Hoover Juniorettes 
and GFWC Pelham High School Juniorettes for over 30 years for a local art show in the park in the 
children’s art tent.  Over 200 children created 10 different art projects using paint, play dough, pasta, 
cereal O’s, beans, fabric, and yarn.  At a juniorette meeting prior to the event, (42 of 87) members 
prepared yarn and cereal for necklaces and 15 members made homemade play dough at home.  
Juniorettes donated $32 and 107 volunteer hours.  General members raised $1034 from the event, had 
$228 in-kind donations, and 77 volunteer hours.  

10. The Roxy’s Legend of Toyland 
The county arts council (where 4 of 21 members serve on the board) held a revival of a musical 
production, The Roxy’s Legend of Toyland, an original that was written 30 years ago by music professor 
Lanny McAlister (and husband of a club woman).  One club member was assistant director and set 
timelines for casting, auditions, publicity, ordering costumes, music selections, rehearsal schedules, set 
design, reservations for schools and public performances, security, etc.  Another member assisted with 
ticket sales, sponsorship letters, coordination of complementary lunches and dinners for cast and crew.  
The production ran for a week with 14 performances, had 6000 attendees, and club members 
volunteered with ushering, serving meals to cast and crew, clean-up of the venue, and donation of club 
funds of $250 for advertising in the Playbill.  One member donated the use of a vacant building next to 
the theatre for use of costume storage, changing rooms, and cast member lounges.  Another member 
and her husband prepared a meal for cast and crew for between shows.  Of the $50,000 raised from 
ticket sales, sponsorships, t-shirts, in-kind donations, and grants, the club members volunteered 1,690 
hours, donated $250, and made $900 in-kind donations. 
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GFWC Alabama Arts CSP Chairman Activities 

The Arts CSP Chairman is responsible for obtaining judges for the state arts & crafts contests, including 
club and district scrapbooks, as well as the GFWC Arts Contests- writing and photography.  Judges for 
the writing contest are found before the March deadline and the other contests are judged at the state 
convention in April with winners of the photography contests being sent to GFWC by the May deadline.  
Also, the chairman is responsible for getting the clubs’ arts reports judged and the GFWC report written. 
Articles are written for the Alabama Clubwoman at least three times per year informing members of 
contest guidelines and deadlines, as well as program and project ideas.  Copies of guidelines and 
deadlines are also sent to the GFWC Alabama website administrator, and articles are archived on the 
website within the Alabama Clubwoman editions.  Displays about the Arts CSP, as well as handouts are 
made available to members, especially at state workshops.  Members’ questions about programs, 
projects, and contests are answered in person, by email, and by phone.   
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