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Federation of Women’s Clubs 

 
 
URGENT information regarding the 2020 AFWC Annual Convention:  
 
 It is with great sadness that I inform you, the membership of the Alabama Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, that the AFWC Annual Convention scheduled for April 16-18, 2020, at the Tutwiler Hotel in 
Birmingham, has been canceled due to the Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic.  Although the cancellation of 
the 125th Anniversary celebration, planning of which has occurred over the last three years, pains this 
president, the thought of exposing and putting any AFWC sister at a higher risk of contracting this disease 
would be unbearable.  The health of all is of utmost importance to this officer.   
 On March 12, your Executive Committee was consulted and they chose to delay a decision until 
April 1.  Fast moving events took place and the cancellation of the convention was a direct result of the 
State of Emergencies set forth by the national, state, county and city governments.  The Jefferson County 
Health Department statement included, “ordering several things to happen”, until further notice and 
effective March 17, 2020, “all gatherings of 25 persons or more or any size that cannot maintain a 6 foot 
distance between persons are prohibited.”  Additional comments were made by the Mayor of Birmingham 
who indicated that officials had been authorized to arrest anyone not adhering to these mandates and the 
business facilitating such gatherings would be shut down.  As Jefferson County and the City of Birmingham 
currently has the highest count of confirmed cases in the state, it was the opinion of this president that 
clubwomen would not want to travel to this location at this time.   
 With the assistance of the 2020 Convention Co-Chairmen, full refunds have been agreed to from 
the hotel and bus company.  The caterer and A/V equipment contract signings had been delayed as long as 
possible in an effort to save almost $8,000 in non-refundable deposits.  I am pleased to announce, with 
your support of fundraisers, the convention will actually net a slight profit allowing for refunds to all who 
had already registered for the convention. Treasurer, Karol Kapustka will be contacting those individuals 
directly.  Also, the hotel will cancel all guest room reservations made under the block in the next couple of 
days.   
 I sincerely wish to thank all of those who put many hours of thought and planning into the 
convention plans.  It would have been a good one but it is not meant to be.   
 Thanks to the 2020 Convention Committee Co-Chairmen, Penny Berry, Lois Roberts and Judy Irvin, 
along with the members of the Hueytown Study Club who so graciously accepted the challenge of serving 
on this committee. What a wonderful group of women who rose to the occasion.  Friendships have been 
made for a lifetime.  Thanks to Cynthia Hopkins, Central District Director, for her hours coordinating the 
duties of the hostess clubs and to the clubs of Central District who volunteered their time and decorating 
skills only to be canceled.  It is disappointing.  Thanks to Roberta Atkinson for serving as the Registration 
Chairman.  Many thanks to Sherry Stutts whose creative mind was behind the Purse-onality and Hat-titude 
and Gratitude themes over the last two years.  Thanks to Ann Delaney who has been busily charting out 
the protocol for the convention.  And thanks to Cynthia Geis, AFWC Parliamentary Advisor, for the 
research on proper procedures to be taken and encouragement that all the business at hand can be 
accomplished.  I appreciate all who had wanted to attend this celebration.  I will miss seeing everyone in 
your “Hat-titude with Gratitude” hats!   
 Many thanks go to GFWC President Mary Ellen Brock, in consultation with GFWC Parliamentarian 
Deen Meloro,  along  with Deb Strahanoski,  GFWC First Vice President, for their guidance and support to 



2020 Convention Cancellation 2 March 19, 2020 

all state presidents who are all facing the same scenarios in these unprecedented times.  So proud to be a 
Brockette!!! 
 As AFWC still has business to be considered, such as elections, bylaws and other items, you will be 
receiving additional information in the next few weeks as to the process of handling via electronic means. 
Please keep your eyes open to announcements sent via Constant Contact emails and the GFWC Alabama 
Facebook group page.   
 On a personal note, I am very saddened by the suffering of victims of the Coronavirus COVID-19 
across the world.  The health of AFWC members has been on my mind for weeks and I could not bear the 
thought of anyone contracting the disease as a result of attending a convention, a fun event but certainly 
not essential in the scope of life.  I pray that as few as possible, especially AFWC members, are affected, 
directly or indirectly.   
 I am also saddened by the thought of club presidents and members ending this administration with 
cancellation of meetings and events - certainly not the way things were planned.  Whatever faith you may 
have, know that there is a reason for everything, we just don’t know what it is at this point.  We will 
emerge stronger from this trial and continue Living the Volunteer Spirit.   
 Great news is coming.  Sherry Stutts has done an outstanding job fundraising for the President’s 
Project:  Celebrating 125 Years of Changing Lives Through Scholarships.  Through her efforts and your 
generosity, over $25,000 in scholarships will be awarded to at least 20 young ladies this spring!  What a 
way to conclude this administration with a record setting amount of scholarships being awarded!   
 A lot of work is left to do.  I am confident we will get it done, just through different methods! 
 

With Federation sisterhood love, 
Christine Steele 
AFWC President 

 


